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hen would-be Venturing with powder horns and black-powde~ - 
leader Meghan Henning rifles. 
arrived at Camp Roy C. *Well, that looks like an interesting 

W Manchester near Aurora, bunch of people," Henning thought. "I 
, ; ' Ky., early one morning last September, wonder what the course has in store." 

wondered if she was in the Henning was a t  Camp Manchester 
, right camp-or even in the right century. to take Powder Horn, a high adventure 

Standing near the gate of the Shaw- skills resource course for Venturing lead- 
' nee Trails Council camp was a group of ers and Boy Scout leaders worlung with 
buckskinned frontiersmen, decked out a troap's program for older Ccnllt* 
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(Left) Robert DeAngelis, co-owner of Re 
Emerging Angler, gins Kathy Baker a lesser helps "set the tone right off the bat. 
on casting a fly rod. (Above) Meghan Henning Arriving participants "don't see some- 
carefully ties a Ply during class. (Rfght) body standing there in a Scout uniform Charlie Thorpe explains the use of a WA6 bag. 

with all kinds of badges," he said. In- 
stead, they see "a guy in a Colonial era 

Powder Worn courses are conduct- The staff came horn seven Scout tricornered hat, breeches, and stockings, 
ed throughout the year in the BSA's counciis, although most rep~esented which gets their attention and tells them 
four regions. This one, organized by the course's two hosts: Buffalo Trace that this [training] is going to be some- 
the Central Region, was held over two Council, in Evansville, lnd., and Shaw- thing different." 
three-day weekends a t  two different nee Trails Council, Owensboro, Ky. Different, indeed. The course's  firs^ 
Scout council camps. day included visiting a Revolutionary 

The costumed men and women were Setting the tone War-era encampment, shooting black- 
members of the course staff, Scouters Course director Keith Gehlhausen powder muzzle loaders, throwing toma- 
dedicated to getting participants excited (who is also Venturing chairman for hawks at wooden targets, and attending a 
about unit high adventure progra-- BSds CentEd Region) said the staff campfire featuring (amtinuedon pa- 48) 
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... HIGH ADVENTUREfiompage33 tivation that inspire them to go back ..................................................... 
home saying, 'This or  that [activity] is 

folk-music duo Traveler's Dream and I really want to try with my 
professional storyteller Bob Valentine. Venturers or Scouts:" 

The staff donned different costumes I, 2005, Barry ~ ~ f f ,  a veteran scout- 
for the second day, which was devoted er from Pikeville, Ky., started Venturing 
largely to aquatic activities- It began Crew 12, chartered to the First Presby- 
with wakeup music by Jimmy Buffett terian Church. He came to the course 
and ended with a laid-back bath because he wanted the crew to add high 
party. Staff outfits for the day hcluded adventure activities to its program. 
Hawaiian shirts, a pirate costume, and 
Sea Scout dress whites. 

Powder Horn is officially de- 
scribed as a way to intrp- 
duce unit leaders to ac- . 
tivities and resources 
for conducting unit- 
level high adventure 
programs that can 
also assist crew 
members in earn- 
ing  Venturing's 
coveted ou tdoor  
skills Ranger Award. 

I t  is anything but 
dull training; rather, it ' 
can resemble, as one staff 7 

member put  it, "summer A 

camp for adults." 
Over two full weekends, the course's 

48 participants had opportunities to 
sail and kayak, climb and rappel, ice- 
skate and scuba dive (h the same day!), 
and try geocaching and bird banding. 

They also learned about cooking, fish- 
ing, emergency preparedness, nature, 
wildlife, and conservation. And they took 
a float trip and camped out overnight. 

"The staff is having fun, and the par- 
ticipants are having fun, which I think 
is the greatest way to learn:' said Chris 
Szybisty, the Central Region's Venturing 
president. (One of several national 
Venturing youth leaders who attended 
the course, Chris gave a presentation on 
Venturing in the Central Region.) 

Pan with a purpose 
The training is fun, to be sure, but Me 

many things in Scouting, Powder Horn 
is designed to be fun with a purpose. 

"It's true that [trainees] can go on 
the Internet and find a lot of the same 
information we're providing," course 
director Gehlhausen said. "But our  
staff also provides enthusiasm and mo- 

The Powder Horn staff gathem for a grwp 
photograph in their Mstariul ceturncs. 

"I'm going to have to dig a little 
deeper and get ou t  of my comfort 
zone," Goff acknowledged, as he re- 
flected on the wide range of program 
options available to Venturers. 

Using local relloarees 
One important lesson at Powder Horn 

is that high adventure doesn't have to 
cost hundreds of dollars or involve trav- 
eling hundreds of miles from home. 

To emphasize that lesson, the course's 
second weekend, which was officially 
based at the Buffalo Trace Council's Old 
Ben Scout Reservation near Winslow, 
Ind., actually began more than 40 miles 
away, with a day of activities in down- 
town Evansville-at a climbing gym, a 
nature center, a YMCA, and an indoor 
ice-skating rink. 

This demonstrated that "you don't 
even have to get out of the city" to do 
high adventure, Gehlhausen explained. 

Another point the course teaches is 

that adult leaders don't have to become 
experts in an activity to introduce it to 
their Scouts or Venturers. Rather, they 
need to know how to help their unit's 
youth leaders find and recruit experts. 

Powder Horn demonstrates this by 
bringing in many such experts, or "con- 
sultants:' to teach nearly every session. 

For example, just a few of the con- 
sultants featured during the course's 
first weekend were outdoor cookbook 

author Don Jacobson on trail cook- .. 
;ng; kayak supply outlet operator 

Tack Reynolds on kayaking, 
L and veteran spelunker 

,Chris Anderson on  
:aving. 

Because each 
c o u r s e  r e l i e s  
heavily on local 
resources, every 
P o w d e r  H o r n  
is unique,  a n d  

participants may 
benefit by attend- ? ing multiple courses. 

r A six-day course can be 
scheduled for a full week or 

r o v e r  two weekends. It covers all 
eight core requirements for Venturing's 
Ranger Award and 10 of 18 electives. 

For example, a course in the Rocky 
Mountains might devote a lot of at- 
tention to the Ranger Award's Moun- 
taineering and Winter Sports electives, 
while a Florida course would likely 
spend more time on the Scuba, Water- 
craft, and Lifesaver electives. 

Casting a wide net 
The two-weekend IndianaIKentucky 

course drew participants from 12 coun- 
cils, as far away as Alabama. 

Scouter Russell Fisher and assistant 
Scoutmaster Pat Knight fiom Maryville, 
Tenn., made the 600-mile roundtrip 
each weekend to attend Powder Horn. 

Fisher said his Troop 285, char- 
tered to Blount Christian Church, has 
a very active high adventure program 
that includes annual Christmas break 
backpacking trips in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. 

"I'm just trying to find different ways 
to keep [my Scouts] interested:' Fisher 
said. 
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Camp on the USS Yorktown 
Historic Charleston Harbor. SC A t  C a m p  Manchester, par t ic ipants  

could browse a l ibrary  o f  books, maga- 
zines, maps, and  pamphlets  o n  every 
conceivable h igh  adventure topic. The  
l ibrary  was so extensive that i t  covered 
more than 25 picnic tables o n  the din- 
i n g  hal l  porch. 

Af ter  the course, Meghan H e n n i n g  
said she'd learned so m u c h  that she "lit- 
erally couldn't th ink  o n  Monday because 
my brain was so Full o f  everything." 

I t  didn' t  take her  long, however, t o  
start sharing what she'd learned. 

"You should check this out:'she to ld  
anyone she could, sharing her enthusi- 
asm for  a particular activity. "I think it's 
awesome." O 

New in 2007, The Congressional Medal of Honor Museum aboard Yorktown. 
The meaning of valor, honor and heroism comes alive in this interactive 
experience. Camping aboard the aircraft carrier Yorktown, tour highlights 
include a destroyer, submarine and squadron of 25 aircraft.Also included, 
one of nine field trip options to other area attractions. One night, two night 
and day-trip packages available. I 

Request a brochure by writing to: 
Patriots Point 
Attn: Scout Camping 
40 Patriots Point Road 
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 

800-248-3508 
Book your trip now at 
www.PatriotsPoint.org i 1 

Mark Ray is a frequent contributor to 
Scouting magazine. 

P owder Horn is a high adventure re- 
source-management course. It's 
designed to  motivate and prepare 

adult Venturing and Boy Scout leaders to  
work with older Boy Scouts and Venturers 
as they plan and do high adventure ac- 
tivit ies as part of the troop and crew 
program. The six-day course is typically 
offered over two weekends. 

Upon completion of the course, par- 
ticipants should: 

Understand the Ranger Award and 
other Venturing recognitions. 

Know health and safety requirements 
and BSA rules and regulations that apply 
to  high adventure activities. 

Know what skills and certifications are 
necessary to  lead various outdoor activities 
and how t o  obtain those certifications. 

Be able t o  identify local resources and 
-3nsultants for high adventure activi- 

es. 
To attend Powder Horn, you must be 

a registered adult member of the BSA, 
have completed basic training i n  either 

~y Scouting or Venturing, be able to  
eet the physical requirements of the 
SA Class I11 physical i n  a backcoun- 
y environment, and have your Scout 

.~ecutive's approval. 
For information on future Powder 

orn courses, contact your local Scout 
)until service center or v is i t  www. , wderhorn-bsa. org. 

Fund Raising 
7 Blue Sky 

Adventures 
WE SPECIALIZE I N  SCOUT TRAVEL 

Make the Journey 

Your non-profit club, team, church 
or school works directly with the 
manufacturer to make great profits. 
Your customers receive a tremendous 
value on kitchen knives, utensils and 
gift sets while supporting your cause. 

-re you going t o .  .- 
PHILMONF' Rada Cutlery's reputation for Made 

i n  the USA quality is well known. We 
have made and sold 100,000,000 items 
since 1948! Our proven fund raising 
system guarantees your success. 
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Request your FREE catalog and 
information packet: 

1-800-31 1-9691 
or www.RadaCutlery.com 

NOTE: Dept A07SCO I Wedroeffcrstddane ' advumn 
inNBWMexlcOcndtha doKeysfor +7ze X 

T ~ d C m n r z  tookhgforscmc- 
thing excititg 6nd differerrt. 

Visit our website: 

BlueSkyAdventures.net 
1-8 77-225-83 75 

Find out why our 
customers say that 
"Rada knives sell 

themselves!" 
" A  Cur A h v e  The Rscr" I We are Scouters! I 
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