Learn Whitewater Rafting and Outdoor Leadership in the only class of its kind in the Rocky Mountains and Especially for Venture Crews.  Your youth learn to run their own boats!

Venue:  Upper Colorado River – Little Gore Canyon and Red Canyon, Class III-II  This class has two versions, a five day four night comprehensive class, and a three day two night basic class.  

For about the cost per day of a regular ride down the river, learn the basic skills and leadership to run your own river trips on this one of a kind hands-on course.  
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Since there will only be a very reduced Rafting Kodiak Xpedition this summer, Oklahoma Venturers are invited to consider this class.  Taught by highly skilled Scouters and Former Scouters that were involved with the Rafting Kodiak Xpedition, this well tested class is specifically arranged for Venture Units or even Troops and teaches the same river skills as the Rafting Kodiak.  It is also similar to the adult class and the university class that we teach in conjunction with the University of Central Oklahoma, this class will teach your scouts not only the principles of outdoor leadership, safety, unit cohesion, but also how to set up and run their own trips.  It will put your scouts at the helm of a whitewater raft.  Your guide/Instructors will take them through the basics of running both paddle boats and oar boats at their own pace allowing their confidence to grow with your skills.  This goes along with enhancing the youth run events.  These skills can be translated into any type of trip.
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Subjects covered include safety, “expedition behavior”, rigging boats, reading rapids on the river, learning about the physics of swift water, rescue, boatmanship, and how to command both paddle and oar rafts through rapids and the people skills necessary for a fun but safe trip.  Cooking, serving, and cleaning which are a big part of guiding, will also be included.   You learn and practice each skill!  For the low cost, you help by bringing all the food.  We can provide menus.  We provide all the gear, including coolers, and the kitchen, all except your personal camping gear!   

 

At the end of the class, the students will test themselves by exploring and running the second section of the river with its rapids, with the guides on board only as observers, helping only when needed.  Its their final graduation as river rats.  For the adults, we base out of a single camp on the banks of the river where they may either hang out at the camp or can participate in the class! 

June 13-17 and July 11-15

Cost $90/person/day one adult leader goes for free.  Discount for Oklahoma Venture Members is $60/person/day which is less than one day on another river.

Maximum class of 20, minimum of 6.

Individual venturers can apply separately so long as we have the minimum number, and one adult .

Email John Bowen (johnmbowen@yahoo.com) for more information.  We will try to adjust to fit your schedule.  Email, text, or give us a call.  Let us help plan a course to suit your needs!

A 16 hour American Red Cross Wilderness First Aid class, taught on the banks of the river, can be added but will take two extra days.  Call or email for details or questions.
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